
 From the Principal’s Desk 
Calendar of Events 

    1 Black History 
 Month 
3 Reading 
 Incentive  
 Kick-Off 

   5 Spirit Day 
 10 Peacemaker 
  House Parties 
 11 Distribution of 
  Report Cards 
 15 School Closed - 
  President’s Day 
  observed 
 17 Full Academic  
  Day 
 18 STEAM Night/
  Coffee House 
  6:00-7:30 PM 
 26      Jump Rope for 

 Heart 
 
 

1 Woman’s  
 History Month 
2 Read Across 
 America  
 Celebration Day 

   5 Spirit Day 
   9 PTA Meeting 

 6:00-7:00 PM 
         10 Celebrating 
  Difference Day 
 17 Peacemaker 

 House Parties 
  22 Maryland Spirit 
   Week 
 23     SIT Meeting               

         3:45 PM 

 25     Maryland Day 

 26     Kona Ice (TBD) 

    29-31   Spring Break 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2021 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families, 

 

Celebrate Black History Month: The VIRTUE of the month is UNITY!  In his Inauguration Speech, 

President Biden called for UNITY and for all to come together! Our Equity Committee has created 

a Choice Board filled with activities for students to work on remotely at school and with families at 

home. Teachers and parents are encouraged to Tweet out all of the exciting things learned and use 

the hashtag #rfesblackhistorymonth.  Each grade level will communicate through their newsletter 

the activities, stories, curricular connections, etc. that will recognize important African Americans.  

In addition, we will highlight multicultural books throughout the month.  “Mirrors and Windows” is 

the theme for the Multicultural Celebration of Literature. It is important for students to 

recognize what they see in the mirror, but also look through the window to see, understand, and 

appreciate the differences of others. Special Areas are planning a culminating event for students 

at the end of the month to celebrate everything they have learned during February. We continue to 

be excited to partner with the PTA DEI (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion) committee which assists 

RFES in yearlong experiences for our students.  

 

Reentry: The anticipation of schools reopening is growing! During Governor Hogan's recent Press 

Conference, he insisted that school systems in the state of Maryland return to hybrid learning by 

March 1st. His statement gave me (and all of our teachers) great hope that our students will be 

able to walk through the doors of Rodgers Forge before the end of the school year for in-person 

learning. I understand there are many questions that come with this possibility, but we at RFES are 

ready to do the work needed to prepare for a safe return and continue the high standards for 

virtual learning for those choosing to remain at home. BCPS is committed to the safety of our staff 

and students and all decisions are made in accordance with guidance from the Maryland Department 

of Health and the Maryland State Department of Education. BCPS will implement its reopening plan 

when the county positivity rate is 5% or lower and the number of cases per 100,000 residents is 

below 15. 

 

Parent Survey: All parents were asked to complete a survey indicating if they would like their child 

to return to school in a hybrid setting or remain virtual.  Please note that anyone not completing the 

survey will automatically continue with virtual learning.  This decision can be amended 2 weeks after 

students return to hybrid learning. Here are the preliminary results from the first survey released:   

Grades K-2 

• Completion of the Survey: 

– 71% (129 students out of a possible 182)  

• Hybrid Schedule: 

– 81 Students (45%) 

• K:  23 students  

• 1st:  29 students   

• 2nd:  28 students   

• Continue Virtual Learning: 

– 101 students (55%) 

• (48 completed the survey +53 not completing the survey) 
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 Grades 3-5 

• Completion of the Survey: 

– 73% (154 students out of a possible 210)  

• Hybrid Schedule: 

– 123 Students (59%) 

• 3rd:  48 students  

• 4th:  42 students   

• 5th:  33 students   

• Continue Virtual Learning: 

– 87 students (41%) 

• (31 completed the survey +56 not completing the survey) 

 

Preliminary Information for Hybrid Learning: 

– Students returning for hybrid in-person learning will be placed in either Cohort A 

(Monday-Tuesday) or Cohort B (Thursday-Friday).  The determination for the 

Cohorts will be made by BCPS, based on addresses.  This is NOT a school-based 

decision. Parents can not request a Cohort.  

– Cohort C is all virtual.   

– Wednesdays will be asynchronous for all students.  

– Phase I: Special Area Day schools will return. 

– Phase II: Students grades K-2 return. Modified schedule with dismissal from the 

building 2 hours early.  

– Phase III: ALL Students (K-5) return with for the full 6½ hour day. 

– As students return in small cohorts, social emotional learning will be prioritized, and 

staff will orient or re-orient students to the building, new structures, and new 

systems. Based on the mitigation strategies, students may have modified schedules.  

– One week prior to student reentry, school-based staff return to school. 

Transportation information and school schedules are sent to families. 

** Please note there has been NO determination of a date to reopen** 

 

School Based Reopening Team: RFES staff representatives will work with the administration to 

plan schedules and mitigation details. Masks, social distancing, and cleaning will be mandatory. In 

addition, Baltimore County Executive Olszewski committed $11.5 million in CARES Act funding to 

provide supplies directly to Baltimore County Public School principals to help them prepare for 

eventual reopening. The County leveraged existing supplier relationships to secure and distribute 

personal protective equipment, cleaning and sanitizing products, air purifiers, and other equipment 

or supplies that will help ensure that school buildings are safe for students, educators, and staff. 

Principals were able to acquire supplies directly from the county, up to $100 per student. I worked 

with Mrs. Rowland, Mrs. House, our school nurse, and Ms. Whye, Building Operations Supervisor, to 

spend our allotted $46,800 on air purifiers, masks, gloves, shields, gowns, etc. All water faucets in 

the building have been updated so students can effectively wash their hands.  HVAC units 

throughout the building have been evaluated and updated for air circulation. PS…. Our elevator is 

now fully operational This will be especially exciting as we look forward to one day again hosting 

Generation’s Day in the building.  
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Questions for Reentry: The BCPS Reentry Plan is located on the BCPS Home Page at 

https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=66754865 . This plan includes 

information about the multiple phases of a hybrid reopening. If you would like to share feedback 

regarding the plan you can email reopening@bcps.org .  In addition, the Board of Education shares 

updates on this plan at each Board Meeting. The public can view and listen to every meeting through 

the Microsoft Teams platform at the links listed on the Board’s web page and on the agenda.  

 

Vaccinations: Teachers and Staff across Maryland are part of the 1B Phase for vaccinations, and 

we have already had teachers get the vaccine. Many of us are waiting patiently (kinda😊). I would 

like to thank Dr. McGrath, parent of 2 RFES students for sharing her expertise as an 

Epidemiologist at Hopkins with our teachers and parents during a Coffee with the Administration 

session. Knowledge is power!   

 

Ransomware attack:  At this time, all staff members have had computers reimaged and progress 

has been made to establish a platform (FOCUS) that will enable parents to view report card cards 

for MP1 and MP2 on February 11th.  WIFI restoration in the building is also advancing and we are 

crossing our fingers for mid- February to be fully up and running. I appreciate your patience during 

this process.  There has been no confirmation on reimaging or a device swap-out for students with a 

PC device.   

 

Material Distribution: Although we are moving closer to a hybrid reopening, Mrs. Rowland, myself, 

and support staff will distribute important supplies, books, and materials for students to be 

successful the 2nd half of the year on February 2nd and 5th.  Every student will receive a kit of math 

manipulatives (purchased by the BCPS Office of Mathematics), white paper for upcoming art 

projects, a jump rope (Jump Rope for Heart is coming soon), and other various grade level specific 

materials.  

 

STEAM Night and the Coffee House is February 18th.  More details from our Math Committee and 

Mrs. Tierney will be forthcoming so you can promote the event with your children.  A Wintery 

Theme is planned to incorporate Science, Technology, Art, and Math!   

 

Don’t forget to follow the great things happening every day at Rodgers Forge on our Facebook 

page and Twitter @missyfanshaw 

  

#RFESStrong 
Missy Fanshaw 
Principal 
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Virtue for February 

Our virtue of the month for February will be unity.   “Unity helps us work and live together peacefully.  We 

feel connected with each other and all living things.  We feel the specialness of each person as a gift, 

not as a reason to fight or be scared.  With unity we accomplish more together than any one of us could 

accomplish alone.”  Unity can be looked at through two different lenses. We can focus on diversity – 

what unique differences we share while still being a united school family.  We can also look at it in terms 

of the things we do as a school community that help us to feel united and help us to accomplish goals.   

 

 

Theme for February Lessons  

School counseling lessons for the month of February will focused on celebrating differences.  We will focus on 

our individual gifts, talents, and qualities that make us a special and unique individual and demonstrate how 

beautiful that diversity can be.  Please read the letter below that provides additional information about 

February lessons.   

  

 

 

National School Counseling Week  

February 1-5 is National School Counseling week.  This week is celebrated to focus public 

attention on the unique contribution of school counselors within U.S. school systems.  The 

theme this year is “School Counselors: All in for all students.” 

As outlined by the American School Counseling Association, school counselors provide the 

following direct and indirect services to students: 
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If you ever have any questions regarding the school counseling program at RFES, please do not 

hesitate to reach out! 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Darryl L. Williams, Ed.D. ⬧ Superintendent ⬧ 6901 North Charles Street ⬧ Towson, MD ⬧ 21204 

 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

As part of our School Counseling Program, your child’s class will have the opportunity to 
engage in an asynchronous counseling core curriculum lesson during the month of February. 

The theme for this month is Celebrating Differences. Students in primary grades will have 
lessons that focus on understanding what makes people the same and different, both in ways 

that can be seen and unseen, as well as learning to appreciate and accept the differences in 
others. Primary students will also be prompted to reflect on what makes them different/unique. 

The intermediate grades will focus on how differences make communities stronger and will 
reflect on how they can personally draw on their differences to better their communities. Topics 

of segregation, equity, and equality will also be explored. (Topics vary depending upon specific 
grade levels). These lessons will be posted on February 10. Your child can access this lesson in 

the school counseling folder on your child’s homeroom page in Schoology. 
 

It is our hope that the core curriculum counseling lessons will help to promote the social 
emotional, academic, and career development of our students. We hope that you can help your 

child reflect on these lessons by discussing their content together. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions about the program. I can be reached via email at lludwig2@bcps.org.  

 
Additional resources to aid in the discussion of this counseling lesson at home include: 

•  https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children  

• https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/how-to-be-a-parent/communication/talk-to-kids-

media-violence/#gs.cpwwtv 

• https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/teaching-tolerance/talking-

about-race-with-kids/  

• https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/02/parenting/kids-books-racism-protest.html   

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Lisa Ludwig, NCC 
School Counselor 
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 The Reading Corner 
 

  Sincerely, Ms. Day ~ Reading Specialist 

Dear RFES Families,     

Wednesday, February 3rd is the kickoff for the Rodgers Forge Elementary 

Multicultural Literature Celebration!  We invite your families to join us as we explore a 

wide collection of multicultural literature together as a school community.  During the 

month of February, we will use multicultural texts to share our love of reading, bring 

diverse characters to life, and to help students become global citizens by building 

knowledge about themselves and the world around them.   

We recently received an exciting delivery to the school and were thrilled to learn 

that BCPS supplied each classroom teacher with a Scholastic Culturally Responsive Text 

Collection containing 25 high-quality multicultural titles.  The timing could not have been 

more perfect!   

The month of February is dedicated to Black History Month and our Multicultural 

Literature Celebration!   We have chosen the theme of “Windows and Mirrors” to guide us 

as we read these texts more deeply.  When we use literature as windows, we can see the 

world through the texts we read.  We can experience other cultures as we learn about the 

lives of others.  When we use literature as mirrors, we can see ourselves more clearly and 

examine ourselves.  We can also reflect on the things we may not have realized were 

always there.  Using literature as mirrors help us to gain a sense of belonging and build 

connections with others. 

We would like our RFES students to read/listen to 10 multicultural texts during the 

month of February.  To assist in this journey, we will be providing online resources for 

students to read/listen to texts as well as opportunities to watch staff read aloud on the 

Rodgers Forge Elementary School YouTube channel.  Please subscribe to this channel to 

enjoy these stories daily. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3s_XCOo77oNdr6yRPx8Eew  

 Thank you for your support as we explore and celebrate rich and diverse texts this 

month!   

 

The Reading Corner 
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 Reminders from the Health Suite:  

• If you have been contacted regarding your child's immunizations, please be sure to 

submit required information as soon as possible. Students who are not up to date with 

immunizations will not be permitted to return to in-person learning. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact the school nurse, Leah House, at lhouse@bcps.org 

• Get a flu shot!  

• Remember to take care of your total self (mind, body, and spirit) during these times!  

- Things that may help release our natural “feel-good” chemicals: 
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February is another busy month in P.E., we are kicking off our 

Kids Heart Challenge this week.  

Kids Heart Challenge (formerly known as Jump Rope for Heart) 

 

Date: 2/26/2021 

Where: RFES PE  

When: During your specials area time 

 

 

Goal: Raise $10,000.00 

 

 

If our goal is met or beat… 5 participants will be chosen at random to 

slime a few teacher representatives (hopefully in person). 

This event allows us to raise money for a great cause while earning 

free equipment for the P.E. Department. 

To get started download the Kids Heart Challenge App or visit 

heart.org/KHC to register. 
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Other happenings in P.E. this month, students will be learning about the history of 

Step Dance (stepping) while performing basic movement sequences to celebrate Black 

History Month through this form of Art.  

We are lucky to have another P.E. teacher with us until March 19th, Mr. Epps. He is a 

student intern from Towson University, who is completing his elementary student teaching 

requirement with us. Mr. Epps has been very eager to get to know the students and 

experience how to teach P.E. virtually. Some students may remember him working with our 

classes last year when we were having classes in the gym.  

As we continue this journey for P.E. virtually, I am very thankful for the students’ 

participation during our class time. I continue to ask for parent support to encourage your 

child (ren) to move and get active when in P.E. class. I do enjoy “seeing” the students during 

class, especially those smiles, but if turning off the camera will increase your child’s 

participation that is more beneficial to his or her health.  I know it is not the same as if we 

were in the gym, but the movement is extremely important during virtual learning. 

 

DON’T FORGET!!! Please continue to submit the Coke Rewards Points from product like Dasani 

Water, POWERADE and other Coke products at https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/. These points 

will allow our Physical Education Department to earn new equipment. Thanks for your support!  

Keeping Moving! 

Mrs. Celenza 
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February Vocal Music Note 

 
 
 

 

WINTER CONCERT 

JUST CHILLIN’ 

Thursday, February 4 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Coffeehouse is coming in March. 
Interested Fourth and Fifth grade students will have the opportunity to submit video 

performances in Schoology in February. 

More information to come. 
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Baltimore County Public Schools 
 

4th ANNUAL COMPOSITION PROJECT 

“THE WORLD AND YOU” 
 
 

The Baltimore County Public School BCPS Composition Project supports music educators as 

they incorporate the National Core Music Standards and the Maryland State Music Standards in 

their classrooms. As such, the Composition Project is designed to encourage and enhance the 

instructional experiences of BCPS students and music educators through providing professional 

critiques, enhanced recognition, and selected presentations for the ongoing creative work of 

students in BCPS. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Students in all BCPS schools are encouraged to submit a composition to 

the Office of Music and Dance Education that incorporates the theme THE WORLD AND 

YOU.  Works will be reviewed by a panel and outstanding compositions in Elementary, 

Middle, and High School will have various opportunities for their works to be recognized.  

Students are also encouraged to submit their compositions used for the BCPS Composition 

Project to the Maryland Music Educators Association Young Composers Project in the 

spring. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Open to all BCPS students Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 who are 

enrolled in a music class at their school. 

DESCRIPTION OF CREATIVE WORK: 

• Compositions should be composed by individual students. 
 

• May be an original arrangement of public domain works. 
 

• Duration must not exceed five (5) minutes. 
 

• May be written for a solo, small, or large ensemble. 
 

• Presentation may be for an electronic, instrumental, or vocal medium. 
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Contact Mrs. Tierney or Mr. Stojak for further information about 

the composition project. 
 

 

 

 

Get the app and remember to scan your receipts for Box Tops.  

Box Tops support RFES music! 

Thank you!! 
 

 

 
 

 

Third grade recorders are off to a great start.   
The excitement is high and students are working hard. 

A song packet and baggie with recorder belts (yarn) are part of the 
materials that can be picked up at school. 

Grading for earning belts is in Schoology starting in February.  CD means 
they have earned the belt.   P means they are progressing but need to 

re-submit for a belt.  Videos are included in each lesson so that students 
can review fingerings and play along with me.   

I am happy to schedule time to meet individually with any students who 
need more one on one help.  Contact me through Schoology or email. 

ltierney@bcps.org   

 



PAGE 16  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 
 

 

JOIN ALL THE SPECIAL AREA TEAM TOGETHER ON WEDNESDAYS 
CODE: rfeswwt 

Grades K-2--11:10-11:30   Grades 3-5--11:40-12:00 
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February Library Update! 

 
Hello everyone, from the virtual RFES library! The “RFES Virtual Library” is a 

collection in my home classroom of over 130 books that I brought home from 

RFES back in November. You’ll be enjoying many of them in the coming weeks 

in my video bedtime stories on our RFES Youtube Channel, and in our Class 

Library Google Meets! 
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February Lesson Focus – The African-American 

Experience 

 

In February, our library units all feature great 

books that reflect great stories and history from 

African-American Culture. We’ll share great 

stories like “Freedom Summer” and “Let The 

Children March” which chronicle the fight 

against segregation, and “Almost to Freedom” 

– which follows slaves on an amazing journey 

on the Underground Railroad. These stories will 

be woven into library units from Kindergarten 

to 5th Grade! In addition, African-American 

authors and illustrators will be highlighted as 

well! 
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RFES Youtube Bedtime Stories – Black History Month 

 
In case you’ve missed it, I have been reading a story from my virtual RFES library 

every night (and sometimes I take the show on the road around my house and 

community 😊 ) It’s a way to continue the story time tradition in the RFES library. 

And while it’s not the same not seeing your child’s smiling face on the story rug, it 

gives them an opportunity to hear a great story. This month, we will also feature 

guest readers, and every story will celebrate Black History Month – Be on the 

lookout for some great guest readers and Black History Month Stories! Type 

“Rodgers Forge Channel” in the Youtube search box, then click on the Videos 

portion to see all the video content – including the RFES Bedtime Story! 
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EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your computer 

right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, electronic 

bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the generosity of the 

Follett Corporation, we have been gifted $935 for an ebook online order! Here 

are 2 videos to help you get started with how to check out and enjoy the features 

of ebooks! 

Here is a direct link to the Library site! 

https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_19

93744 

Here is a video showing you how to navigate from clicking the above link to get to 

Ebooks and how to use the features! 

     

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ1RU2SFNBE&t=30s 
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Joining the RFES Virtual Library Google Meet Fun! – 

 

The Schoology portal is a great way for students to connect with me (and allow 

me to see your student’s smiling face and hear about their adventures). The 

Schoology Library Page for your student contains a link to information about our 

virtual class meeting, AND asynchronous work assignments for the week. Each 

week, students receive instruction in Library Media skills and objectives, and get 

an opportunity to participate both by using the chat function, and by use of the 

microphone. Each week, 

 STUDENTS IN GRADES 2-5 take part in a 50 minute Library Media lesson on 

Google Meet. THE CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET IS rfeslibrary The first 25-28 

minutes are synchronous – which means that instruction is live! The next 20 

minutes are asynchronous. For this time, I remain on the Google Meet to answer 

questions about the assignment and help individual students. Students may leave 

the Google Meet to get their work done but are expected to return for the 

lesson’s closing summary for the last 5 minutes of class. To help keep the time, I 

put a countdown timer on the screen that beeps when it reaches 0 – That way, if 

your child just wants to take a stretch break when their work is completed, they 

can listen for the beep!  
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STUDENTS IN GRADES K-1 take part in a 30 minute Library Media lesson on 

Google Meet. THE CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET IS rfeslibrary The entire lesson is 

synchronous – which means that instruction is live!!!  

How To Access The Library Lesson Folder                        

(2nd – 5th Grade ONLY) – 

 
Confused as to how to get to all of these great resources? Here’s a quick primer 

on how to get there: 

1. Go to Schoology! 

 

2. Click on the folder for Library: 

 

 

 

3. You will see a welcome message with my email address, in case you need to 

contact me, plus 2 folders.  
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The first is for communication. In it, you will find class times, and contact 

information – You can email me and I will be there to respond and answer any 

questions you may have.  

 

The second folder contains all of the asynchronous materials for Library 

Media lessons for the week. These materials are utilized during 

asynchronous times and can be used to review in case a student misses a 

part of the lesson. Let’s take a look inside the folder below! 

 

 

There are 2 lesson folders – 1 for previous week lessons, in case your 

student wants to take a look back at what they’ve learned, and an orange 

one that contains the materials for this week’s lessons! 

 

“This Week” folder contains the 5 parts of the lesson 

- The “I Can” Statement contains the focus for the lesson. 

- The “Think About It” section has a discussion question to answer. 

- The “Learn About It” section reviews the lesson. 

- The “Try It” section contains a paper and pencil activity to practice the 

skill. 

- The “Show What You Know” section is the assessment for the lesson. 
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ASSIGNMENT OF THE WEEK –  

I often utilize the program Wixie to assess students weekly. Wixie 

can be accessed at bcps.Wixie.com, then clicking the student’s 

username!  

 

 

 

 

Staying Connected 

I really miss seeing you all in person, but I look forward to staying connected with 

you from the Virtual RFES Library! If you have any questions, or are having any 

difficulties with accessing anything, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me by a 

message in Schoology or an email to pholden@bcps.org . I really hope that you 

are getting a chance to enjoy some adventures with your student, and I look 

forward to hearing all about them My dog (and office co-worker) Oliver will as 

well! Take care and be well! 

 


